SANGRE SCENIC – SPRING PIONEER RIDES
May 28-31, 2010

PRE-RIDE INFORMATION – CAMP & TRAIL
BASECAMP:  The base camp is large and open at 8400 ft ele.  There is water in camp for both horses and people.  There are two Porta-Potties in camp and one by the barn.  Sorry, we can’t spare enough water to fill your rigs, too.  So, rigs should be filled and/or dumped in Westcliffe (see link for local services on Ride Info page). There are no pens or corrals available at the ride site.  But, you will have ample room to erect your own panels or electric pens.  NO FIRES are allowed in camp.  NO SMOKING allowed except in your rig.   There are Porta-Potties in camp.  
WEATHER/DAYLIGHT:  Average high temps about 70F and average lows about 35F this time of year.  We often get afternoon/evening thunder storms or snow.  It is often breezy or downright windy.  So, come prepared for ANY type of weather.
Saturday Morning twilight @ ~ 5:07 am.  Evening twilight ends @ ~ 8:45 pm.  Saturday moonrise (full) 10:13 pm.  Glowsticks will be activated Saturday for the 75-milers if needed.  

AERC TRAIL:     Trails consist of three loops of 10, 12 & 13 miles all returning to base camp with all vet checks in camp at 8400 ft ele.  Terrain is mostly good smooth footing.  There are some stretches of rocks & gravel.    Trails are two-track, single track and some dirt road.  Elevation rise is 900 ft. or less per loop.  (There may be an additional longer loop for the endurance distances.  We will send out a global notification if this permission can be obtained).  Trail is marked with signage, pin flags, ribbon flagging, metal T-posts with flags and painted arrows on the ground.  There are maps and loop instructions for each distance at the registration table.  There is plenty of water on the trail.  Some of the creeks may be swollen and swift at this time of year.  But you will be able to cross without swimming your horse.  There is abundant wild life on the trail:  eagle, bear, elk, wolves, coyotes, deer, antelope...  There are no rattlesnakes at this elevation.
GATES:  There will be ranch gates, some open & some closed; there should be signage indicating OPEN or SHUT.  This year, the gates will have EASY OPEN latches.  If you approach a gate with other riders, be sure to wait until the gate person closes the gate.  Then, leave in the ORDER you approached the gate.  Disqualification will result if this rule is not adhered.  
ACTHA COURSE:    Trail consists of a 6-7 mile loop or figure 8 around base camp with 6 obstacles.  There is little elevation change.  All obstacles are completely natural.  There may be ranch gates to practice your trail courtesy.  But, most gates will be open or have a keeper.  You will be notified, pre-ride, of difficult water crossings and precautions will be taken accordingly.  Riders will not be allowed to pre-ride or pre-view the course before the competition.  

PLEASURE RIDING: 
Pleasure riding by non-registered competitors will not be allowed during the competition without the specific consent of the ride manager.
